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Dr. Ashok D. is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Life Sciences at Kristu Jayanti (Deemed to
be University), Bengaluru, with over 15 years of teaching and research experience. He holds a Ph.D.
from Bharathiar University, with research expertise in neurodegenerative enzymes of Danio rerio
(zebrafish), and a Master’s degree in Applied Genetics from Bangalore University. His major research
interests include environmental toxicology, ecotoxicology, heavy metal toxicity, genotoxicology, fish
physiology and metabolism, evolutionary genetics, and gene regulation and expression in zebrafish. His
research focuses on understanding the biological impacts of environmental contaminants on aquatic
organisms, with particular emphasis on zebrafish as a model organism and heavy metal contamination in
mining-impacted ecosystems, including the Kolar Gold Fields region. He has published 12 research
articles and authored two books. He has presented research at academic conferences and contributed to
academic activities through participation in Boards of Examiners and other institutional responsibilities.
His current research integrates biochemical, molecular, physiological, and ecological approaches to
investigate aquatic toxicity, bioaccumulation, environmental health, and sustainable approaches to
managing contaminated ecosystems.
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